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One o f the U n ive rs ity  o f  Montana's g rea tes t sports fig u re s  is  r e t i r in g  at 
the end o f  th is  year a f t e r  more than 35 years o f  coaching here.
Harry Adams, 70 and cu rren tly  UM head track  coach, f i r s t  came to  M issoula 
as a student in  1915* He p layed fou r years o f  fo o tb a l l ,  two years o f  track , 
and one year o f  b ask e tb a ll fo r  the G r iz z l ie s .  He has coached UM teams fo r  many 
years since 1921.
Adams, cu rren tly  p ro fesso r o f  health  and p h ys ica l education, w i l l  stay on the 
UM s ta f f  as a p ro fesso r emeritus and w i l l  r e ta in  h is  o f f i c e  in  the f i e l d  house.
His successor w i l l  be announced la t e r  according to  Dr. W alter C. Schwank, UM D irec ­
to r  o f A th le t ic s .
Dr. Schwank sa id , "With a most s incere re g re t  the U n ive rs ity  sees P ro f. Adams 
r e t ir e  from h is  p o s it io n  as head track  coach. He has indeed become a t ra d it io n  
here and w i l l  always be remembered fo r  the men he has developed in  track  and f i e l d  
and the ex ce llen t guidance he has given  them."
Adams p layed in  the fo o tb a l l  squad that held  na tion a l championship contenders 
Syracuse to  a 0-0 t i e  in  1915 and was the quarterback when the G r iz z l ie s  earned 
th e ir  only v ic to r y  on record  over Washington in  1920.
A fte r  h is  graduation Adams coached the UM frosh  teams in  fo o tb a l l ,  basketba ll 
and track between 1921 and 1924. For one year he coached the same sports at 
'DePaul U n ive rs ity  in  Chicago.
He returned to  M issoula in  1925 and coached the v a r s ity  sports o f  track  and 
fo o tb a ll u n t il World War I I .  A fte r  the war he again returned to  UM to  become head
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track coach and fo o tb a l l  back f i e l d  coach. In  1952 he was appointed track  and cross 
country coach, but he s t i l l  d id  scouting work fo r  the fo o tb a l l  team.
UM Presiden t Robert Johns said i t  -would be very  d i f f i c u l t  to  rep lace  a man 
o f Adams' s ta tu re . He sa id  P ro f. Adams' s e rv ice  to  the U n ive rs ity  in  the character 
development o f  the students he taught and the fame he brought to  UM w ith  h is  track  
and f i e l d  teams was indeed g rea t.
Adams has coached hundreds o f  a th le te s  and has turned out many Montana A l l -  
Americans. Among the champions are R u sse ll Sweet and Jack Emigh, sp rin te rs ,
Arnold G i l l e t t e r ,  m iler and tw o-m iler, Tom McGowan, John Sha ffer and Dick Coyle, 
discus throwers and the la t e s t  Doug Brown in  cross country, th ree m iler and s ix  
m ile r .
P ro f. Adams worked w ith  the NCAA Track and F ie ld  Rules Committee and in  1961 was 
named to  the Helms A th le t ic  Foundation Track and F ie ld  H a ll o f  Fame, along w ith  
only 12 other n a tio n a lly  recogn ized  track  coaches and a th le te s .
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